CITY OF NORTHFIELD COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MAY 12, 2015

At 7:24pm, this meeting was called to order by Mary Canesi, Municipal Clerk.  It was advertised in the Press of Atlantic City on February 14, 2015 in accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.

FLAG SALUTE

The flag salute was led by Mayor Chau followed by a moment of silence.
ROLL CALL 
Present: 
Dewees, Lischin, Murray, Perri, Piergiovanni, O’Neill, Travagline 

Mayor Chau, Solicitor Kris Facenda and Engineer Dan Kwapinski were also in attendance. 

Council President Travagline welcomed everyone to the meeting.
READING AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
A motion was made by Councilman Piergiovanni, seconded by Councilman Dewees to dispense with the reading of the minutes of April 28, 2015. They have been posted, distributed to Council, and are on file in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.

Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –absent; Mr. Perri –abstain; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline –yes   Motion carries.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Perri - Insurance and Safety, Sewer Inter Local, Planning Board, Senior Citizens

Councilman Perri attended the Planning Board meeting and presentation by Jim Rutala with respect to the pedestrian plan, it was very well presented and a lot of good information, he also addressed the issue of outdoor dining with the Board. The Chairman advised that it is not presently a permitted use and that the Land Use Ordinance would have to be changed. At the present time it would require a full blown variance and approval of the Board, under present legislation. Councilman Perri will pursue with a committee if Council desires.

Councilman Dewees asked how many businesses are affected.

Councilman Perri stated he is not sure, but there are a lot of issues to be addressed, they have to look at all the zones, safety concerns, etc.  One applicant did recently apply and was turned down by the Planning Board.

Council President Travagline suggested exploring via committee.

Councilman Perri stated he has not heard back from the Linwood Chairman about the sewer inter-local. There will be seniors a meeting on the last Thursday of the month. There is a meeting tomorrow with the President of the Labor Union to discuss questions and concerns.
Councilman O’Neill - Fire Department/EMS, Court/Violations, FAN, Library, Economic Development, Shared Services
Councilman O’Neill read the Fire Department report, EMS has a new vendor and no concerns have been reported. The violations department has become busier. FAN elected new board members. Nothing to report for the Economic Development Commission or Shared Services.
Councilman Piergiovanni - Chamber of Commerce, Municipal Alliance

Councilman Piergiovanni had no report this evening..

Councilman Dewees - Buildings/Grounds, Birch Grove, Public Works, Little League/Babe Ruth, Northfield School

Councilman Dewees stated that the Women’s Center would like to do their Walk/Race Against Hate again this year; they just walk down our bike path.
Councilman Murray - Finance/Collections, Inspections/Engineering, Veterans Park, County/State

Council Murray advised that the City is still taking applications for a new Tax Collector; the deadline is 5/15, then interviews will start.  He attended a Veterans Park meeting with Councilman Dewees, Mayor Chau and others, trying to get the front of the park sodded prior to the Memorial Day Ceremony.

Councilman Perri suggested having the Safety Coordinator be a prerequisite for the Tax Collector's job.
Councilman Lischin - Technology, Cultural Committee, Mainland Regional, Green Team
Councilman Lischin informed everyone that the online tax and sewer payments system is in the works, the time-clock project is awaiting a final cost proposal. The radio funding was reviewed during the work session, and will cost approximately $300,000.00.  The Cultural Committee is adding a talent competition to their concert series, Monica Keenan will coordinate and they would like to put a sign up link on the City website.  The solar company will present at the next work session.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Chau read the police report for the month of April, the Police Department is still taking applications for a Police Officer with a deadline of May 15th. Mayor Chau has banner sample in his office if anyone would like to see it. The banner program will be advertiser funded; part of his beautification program, the program incites patriotism and promotes businesses. The plan is to have them up 3/4 of the year annually, and they will be taken down for storage for 3 months.  The Memorial Day Committee will meet Wednesday, the program was moved up to 9am to accommodate some of the participants. Mayor Chau emphasized that VIP parking will be available for Council and others, as well as handicapped parking.  There will also be extra parking at Blake’s and at Scheffler's Law Office.  Oak Avenue will be closed between Mill Road and Zion Road and all are invited to the American Legion for refreshments after the ceremony.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Engineer Kwapinski reviewed the engineers report.  
Councilman O’Neill noted that there have been 5 police officers assassinated in recent weeks.  He is proud of our Police Department and commented that they have our full support.
PUBLIC SESSION

Council President Travagline opened the meeting to the public and asked if anyone wished to speak on any subject.

Tom Boyd, 117 Northfield Avenue, asked if there are plans for intersections at Zion/Wabash/Northfield/Fuae Avenue?

Councilman Perri shared the pedestrian plan report with Mr. Boyd.
Mr. Boyd asked if the signal light could be added like the light at Tilton and Wabash.
Council President Travagline asked Engineer Kwapinski to contact Mr. Rutala to see if it can be incorporated.
Seeing no one wishing to speak Council President Travagline closed the public session.

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Travagline stated that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature, and having been reviewed by Council, will be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Council Member and if so removed, will be treated as a separate matter. Any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds.
Councilman O’Neill motioned, Councilman Perri seconded for Resolutions 94-2015 to 100-2015 to be voted on by consent agenda.
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries to vote by consent agenda.

94-2015
Authorize the Hiring of Thomas Velez as Seasonal Grounds Keeper for Birch Grove Park

  95-2015
Inserting an Item of Revenue into the 2015 Budget – CDBG

  96-2015
Cancellation of Reserve Balances

  97-2015
Authorizing Cancellation of Tax Sale Certificate

98-2015
To Amend Resolution No. 53-2015 Authorizing the Sale of Surplus Property No Longer Needed for Public Use on An Online Auction Website

  99-2015
Refund Overpayment of Taxes

100-2015
Supporting the Click It or Ticket Mobilization of May 18-21, 2015

Councilman O’Neill motioned, Councilman Perri seconded for adoption of Resolutions 94-2015 to 100-2015 by consent agenda.

Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries for adoption of Resolutions 94-2015 to 100-2015.

ORIDINANCES
Councilman O’Neill motioned, Councilman Perri seconded, to adopt Ordinance 12-2015.
12-2015
An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Northfield, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, Providing for the Vacation of a Portion of an 8’ Wide Public Alley Located in Between Lots 14, 15, 21.02, 24, 22 and 5 in Block 41 in the City of Northfield
2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption



Published in the Press of AC 5/16/2015

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance by title, and announced the final publication date.  This is the second reading and the matter will be considered for final adoption after the public hearing.  Since introduction the full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies are available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Council President Travagline opened the public session.

Peter Brophy, 11 Twelve Oaks Court – asked for the specific location.

Solicitor Facenda explained and referred to the map in the agenda packet.

Seeing no one else wishing to speak the public session was closed.

Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –absent; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries to adopt Ordinance 12-2015.

Councilman Perri motioned, Councilman O’Neill seconded, to adopt Ordinance 13-2015.

13-2015
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 97 of the City of Northfield Municipal Code, Entitled Animals



2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption



Published in the Press of AC 5/16/2015

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance by title, and announced the final publication date.  This is the second reading and the matter will be considered for final adoption after the public hearing.  Since introduction the full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies are available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Council President Travagline opened the public session seeing no one wishing to speak the public session was closed.

Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –absent; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries to adopt Ordinance 13-2015.

Councilman Dewees motioned, Councilman Piergiovanni seconded, to introduce Ordinance 14-2015.
14-2015
Amending Fees Under Chapter 128 of the Code of the City of Northfield, Entitled Construction Codes, Uniform



Introduction/No Public Input/Published in the Press of AC 5/16/2015



2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption 5/26/2015

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance by title, and stated that this is the introduction, and there will be no public input.  The public hearing date, and requisite publication dates were announced. The full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies will be available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –absent; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries to introduce Ordinance 14-2015.
PAYMENT OF BILLS $ 2,057,127.29
Councilman Murray motioned, Councilman Lischin seconded, for payment of bills.

Council President Travagline read the meeting notices.

At 8:04pm, on motions properly made and seconded, this meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Canesi, RMC Municipal Clerk
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